II.

KING FREDERICK AND  KING GUSTAVUS VASA.

IN speaking of Christian's continued aggressions
and his death, we have somewhat anticipated the
course of our story. We left our League in the proud
consciousness of having made two kings and expelled
a third. It was but natural that they should now
look for some reward in the gratitude of Frederick
and Gustavus. They thought that the moment had
come to regain their ascendency in the Scandinavian
north. But they were to learn the old, old lesson.
once again : " Put not thy trust in princes."

Frederick was the first to show his colours. It was
true that he had sworn to the Hansa not only restitu-
tion, but extension of all their ancient rights and
privileges, but when they demanded as a first pledge
of friendly feeling, that the Baltic should be absolutely
closed to the Netherlander, and that indeed no one
might trade in that sea but themselves, Frederick
met them with an inexorable refusal. We should be
wrong if we regarded this refusal as a mere display
of ingratitude on the king's part. He saw that the
claim was detrimental to the interests of his own
subjects, whom, after all, he was bound to consider first

But  he  went  much  further.     He   dissolved   the